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brought bullockes and sheep; and so continued daylie for 12
dayes togeather. So that there were bought about 900 or 1000
sheep and bullockes in that time. The price of a bullock was two
peeces of yron hoopes of 6 inches long apeece, and the price of a
sheepe one peece of the same length; provided that the oxen and
sheepe were fat, or else we would not buy them. The people are
blacke, and goe naked, saving that they weare short coates of
scales skinne, and a peece of the same skinne about their
members. They* are tall of stature, flat-nosed, swift in running.
They will picke and steale, although you looke on them. Their
language is very hard to be pronounced, by reason of a kinde of
clacking with the tongue; so that we could not learne one worde
of their language. The country is full of pleasant rivers. There is
also deare, quailes, and partriges. In this baye there is a small
iland, not inhabited, nor any good thing groweth. Thither did
the general send 6 sheep and two rammes, for the reliefe of
strangers that might come thither; which shortly after was found
there by certaine Flemmings, to their reliefe, because they could
get no cattell of the country people. In this iland there is great
aboundance of scales and penguines, in such number as is
almost incredible. The seales, some are russet and some are
blacke; both ugly and fearefull to looke on. The olde ones,
which are as big almost as a beare, cry like a beare, and the
young ones crie like unto lambes. They have but two feete; yet
they use their hinder partes in going, by which meanes they will
goe or clime up any rocke a great pace. Some of these we killed,
and made oyle of them; and some of the youngest we did eate,
which to us seemed good meate. They lay partly on land and
partly in the water; for there is their refuge. The penguine is as
strange as the other; being a bird which hath a strange and a
proude kinde of going. They are of the bignesse of a ducke.
They have finny wings, with which they swim a great pace but
cannot flie. And these are in such aboundance that you may
take them up with your hands, as many as you will. The egges of
these penguines was there in such aboundance as we could not
almost go for them; so that we laded our boat with seales,
penguines, and egges in two houres. In this bay likewise (as it is
credibly reported by the Flemmings) there is another iland of